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Please Return to WSLH by December 1, 1999

The Wisconsin State Laboratory of Hygiene, in cooperation with the Wisconsin Division of Public Health, invite you to participate in a new project to collect and identify bacterial isolates that are unidentifiable using commercial systems.   Our goal is to develop the capacity to identify novel or unusual agents of possible public health importance.  


In exchange for your participation, we offer phenotype-based identification of a limited range of isolates (see below) at no cost to you.  Isolates can be shipped (at no charge) to the WSLH using the same courier system as the Invasive Bacterial Surveillance Program. 

Criteria for identification:

· Isolates must be from blood, CSF, tissue, bone (and other sterile body sites), skin or respiratory secretions. 

· We will request accompanying clinical information about the isolate if available (a form will be provided). 

· Isolates must be initially screened using routine phenotypic tests or a commercial identification system.  Only isolates that are non-identifiable, or identifiable with low confidence will be accepted.

Candidate isolates must be:

· Suspected to be a Bacillus sp., i.e.: gram-positive to gram-variable,  medium to large sized rods, non-motile, non-hemolytic and have large to spreading colonies. 

   or...

· Unidentified, Gram-negative, rods to cocci, oxidase positive or negative.  We will not accept atypical Enterobacteriaceae, Pseudomonas sp. or anaerobes.

Please return this questionnaire to register for this service:

1.  Hospital/Lab information:

Name of hospital/laboratory


Street Address


City


continued on back
2.  Contact Information:   
Name:


Title:


Phone:


fax:


email:


3.  Identification Systems used (check all that apply):

MIDI


VITEK


MicroScan


API


phenotypic test


other (specify)


none


4.  Based upon the above criteria, estimate the number of isolates that you estimate would be submitted to the WSLH for this service per year:  

5.  Additional comments, suggestions or questions: 


