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Learning Objectives

1. Describe the latest MolDx reimbursement criteria and rules 

on molecular syndromic panels for infectious disease 

pathogen identification testing.

2. Explain the implications of the new reimbursement rules on 

clinicians’ use of these diagnostic panel tests.

3. Discuss potential strategies and approaches of diagnostic 

stewardship to enable medically necessary use of these 

panel tests and meet reimbursement criteria.
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Medicare Administrative Contractors (MAC)

• MAC = Private health care insurers 

awarded by CMS to process 

Medicare Part A and Part B medical 

claims or durable medical 

equipment (DME) claims for 

Medicare Fee-For-Service (FFS) 

beneficiaries in various U.S. 

geographic areas.

• 7 current MAC:  CGS, FCSO, 

Palmetto GBA, NGS, Noridian, 

Novitas, WPS
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Medicare Administrative Contractors (MAC) and Local Coverage 

Determination (LCD) for MolDx

• MolDX Program was developed in 

2011 to identify and establish 

coverage reimbursement for 

molecular diagnostic tests.

• MolDx currently provides uniform 

policies for 28 states, across 4 MAC.
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Molecular Syndromic Panels for Infectious Disease 

Pathogen Identification Testing 
LCD L38988, effective June 9, 2022

• Limited coverage for outpatient testing with molecular syndromic panels for 

infectious disease pathogen identification testing. 

• Does NOT address coverage for the inpatient setting.

• Panel = A test that detects >1 pathogen

• Syndromic panel = simultaneously detects multiple different pathogens associated 

with similar and overlapping clinical symptoms and signs.

▪ Targeted panels:  ≤ 5 pathogens

▪ Expanded panels:  ≥ 6 pathogens

• Not a coverage policy for metagenomic NGS, mass spectrometry, or fluorescence in 

situ hybridization (FISH).

https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/view/lcd.aspx?lcdid=38988&ver=11&bc=0
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Molecular Syndromic Panels for Infectious Disease 

Pathogen Identification Testing in Outpatients

https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/view/lcd.aspx?lcdid=38988&ver=11&bc=0

ID molecular 

syndromic panel 

test 
(≥ 6 pathogens)

Ordered by or in consultation with these      

clinician specialists

Ordered by all 

licensed clinicians

Immunocompetent Immunocompromized All patients

Respiratory /  

Pneumonia

Those with known underlying 

respiratory pathology:

Infect Dis, Pulmonary

CPT 87632 (6-11), 87633 (12-

25), 87801 (multiple)

Infect Dis, Pulmonology, 

Oncology, Transplant

CPT 87632 (6-11), 87633 

(12-25), 87801 (multiple)

Gastrointestinal Those with known underlying 

GI pathology:

Infect Dis, GI

CPT 87506 (6-11), 87507 (12-

25)

Infect Dis, GI, Oncology, 

Transplant

CPT 87506 (6-11), 87507 

(12-25)

Diarrheal illness lasting 

>7 days + NOT on 

laxatives within 24 hrs

before testing
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Molecular Syndromic Panels for Infectious Disease 

Pathogen Identification Testing in Outpatients

ID molecular 

syndromic panel test                       

(≥ 6 pathogens)

Ordered by or in consultation 

with these clinician specialists
Ordered by all licensed clinicians

Non-ICH ICH All patients

Meningoencephalitis CSF collected only by lumbar puncture, 

not from indwelling medical devices 

(shunts, reservoir).

CPT 87483 (12-25)

Bloodstream 

infection

(Blood or blood culture 

media)

Clinical sepsis + organism(s) seen on 

Gram stain of blood culture + managed in 

ED + antimicrobial stewardship team 

service

CPT 87154 (≥6)

https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/view/lcd.aspx?lcdid=38988&ver=11&bc=0
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Molecular Syndromic Panels for Infectious Disease 

Pathogen Identification Testing in Outpatients

https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/view/lcd.aspx?lcdid=38988&ver=11&bc=0

ID molecular 

syndromic panel 

test                          

(≥ 6 pathogens)

Ordered by or in consultation 

with these clinician specialists
Ordered by all licensed clinicians

Non-ICH ICH All patients

UTI 

(Urine)

Evaluated by urology or gynecology

specialists

CPT 87801 (multiple)

Symptomatic, at high risk for UTI 

complications (eg, elderly, recurrent UTI hx, 

underlying urinary tract pathology)

CPT 87801 (multiple)

Infectious vaginitis 

(High risk if 

asymptomatic)

Panel must have ≥2 of the following: G. 

vaginalis, other BV-associated bacteria 

(BVAB) (such as Atopobium vaginae and/or 

Megasphaera types), Trichomonas vaginalis, 

and Candida species.

CPT 81513 (bacterial), 81514 (bacteria +

Candida), 87800 (direct), 87801 (amplified)
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1. Diagnostic stewardship program

2. Automated “pop-up” EHR lab test ordering reminder  on pre-

requisites (clinical decision support / dynamic test ordering tests)

3. Programing of lab test billing software to avoid sending CPT 

codes of “overlapping” molecular ID syndromic tests to 

insurance payers

Approaches to meet 2022 MolDx Reimbursement 

Eligibility Criteria
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Weekly ordering 

feedback started
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Resources

• Diagnostic stewardship committee 

• Choosing Wisely Campaign 

• Clinical practice guidelines 

• American Thoracic Society (ATS), Infectious 

Disease Society of America (IDSA), ASM 

recommend some multiplex testing only for certain 

higher-risk in-patients
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Choosing Wisely Campaign 
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Summary

• Diagnostic stewardship is an emerging field that will be

helpful to guide judicious use of diagnostic laboratory tests

• Limited evidence-based guidelines on effective stewardship 

interventions for multiplex syndromic panels 

• Get creative and share our experiences 
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QUESTIONS 
& ANSWERS
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