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Take Advantage of Networking!

• This and other in-person WCLN activities are for learning AND
networking

• Benefits: 

• Connect clinical labs – public health labs – public health - researchers

• Sharing tips and tricks

• Troubleshooting assays/workflows/etc.

• Share reagents during backorders

• Reach out in an emergency

• An emergency is not the time to exchange business cards!



Getting to Know You

What is your background?

A) Clinical laboratorian – microbiology specialist

B) Clinical laboratorian – non-micro (generalist, etc.)

C) Public health laboratorian

D) Public health official (local or state health department)

E) Researcher

F) Other



Updates from the WSLH - 1

• New WSLH Director

• Toxicologist

• Spent 20 years at CDC in LRN-C,         

more recently at federal VA

• Has done good things so far at the state lab

• Will attend WCLN Regional Meeting in 

September

https://www.med.wisc.edu/news/rudolph-johnson-director-wslh/

https://www.med.wisc.edu/news/rudolph-johnson-director-wslh/


Updates from the WSLH - 2

• Purple Mountain Portal to order courier pickup

• WSLH’s contracted courier for certain types of specimens

• Bacterial surveillance

• Viral surveillance

• Measles

• TB

• Online portal to order pickups to replace calling Purple Mountain for a pick-up

• Similar to WSLH’s Newborn Screening portal

• Is currently being rolled out in phases

• For questions, contact CDD Customer Service at 800-862-1013



Updates from the WSLH - 2



Updates from the WSLH - 3

• Actively working on a new WSLH 

website! Likely live later this year



Updates from the WSLH - 3

• Actively working on a new WSLH 

website! Likely live later this year

• New WSLH Clinical Test Directory 

last year
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Wisconsin Clinical Laboratory Network

Nationally recognized as the gold standard in state laboratory networks



The Wisconsin Clinical Laboratory Network:
An “All-hazards” Network of Sentinel Labs



• Comprised of ~130 clinical and public health 
laboratories in WI

• ~45 laboratories meet the Sentinel Clinical 
Laboratory Definition and perform rule-out-testing 
for bioterrorism agents

• WCLN coordinated by the WSLH

• WSLH partners with and is supported by a 
Laboratory Technical Advisory Group (LabTAG)

What is the WCLN? 

Main WCLN activities

• Training and education

• Facilitating communication

• Public health surveillance

• Emergency response drills/communication and actual 
emergency response (measles, SARS-CoV-2, etc.)



Value of the WCLN

The magic sauce that makes the WCLN work

WCLN Laboratory Technical Advisory Group (LabTAG)



• One member from each of the seven 
emergency preparedness regions in WI

• Plus three or more additional at-large 
members

• Members are reflective of the different 
types of clinical laboratories

• Purposely engage Ph.D. level 
microbiologists, lab administrators and 
bench technologists

• Meet annually for an all day face to face 
meeting

• Have monthly conference calls

• Written mission, objectives, and 
expectations

What is LabTAG?



FOR WSLH:

• Provide insights into the clinical 
laboratories 

• Valuable partners who support 
public health initiatives 

• Help with educational events

LABTAG MEMBERS:

• Networking

• Focus Group 

• Advocate for clinical microbiology 
profession and for its role in 
public health

• Teaching opportunities

• LabTAG meetings are fruitful

• Personal benefits 
• Promotions due to LabTAG

connections

• Jump-starting antibiotic surveillance 
network

The Value of LabTAG



• Provide free P.A.C.E.® credit annually through:

• 8 webinars per year

• In-person Microbiology Lab Technical 
Conference – April

• In-person Virology Conference –
May/June

• In-person Regional Meetings – September

• Eau Claire

• Appleton

• Madison

• In-person Mycobacteriology Conference –
November

WCLN Training and Education



WCLN Facilitating Communication 

• Monthly newsletter for news items, WCLN 

activities, other info and guidance

• Listserv for clinical laboratorians to discuss 

technical issues

• Networking time at the in-person conferences

• In-person visits to clinical labs



Public Health Surveillance

Data, samples, isolates

Data summaries, 

surveillance reports

Respiratory pathogens

GI pathogens

Bacteriology (AR and invasive)

Mycobacteriology











Value of the WCLN

• WSLH developed and facilitates this 
network

• Requires funding and lots of time and effort

• Remains a WSLH priority

• A recognized national model for a well-
functioning lab network

• Critical to surveillance, outbreak 
response, new method development, 
etc.

• It’s all about personal relationships

Wisconsin Clinical Laboratory Network



New WCLN Coordinator! 

• Science communication is my passion!
• 15 years at the lab bench
• 8 years in the lecture hall

• Interweaving education into diagnostic and surveillance testing to make 
Wisconsin a healthier place is where I fit in. 

• I’m here to coordinate with you to make your work more fulfilling and more 
successful by building connections with you and helping you solve challenges.

• Nicholas.Zumwalde@slh.wisc.edu

mailto:Nicholas.Zumwalde@slh.wisc.edu

